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Satire’s my weapon; but I’m too discrect, 
zt 
Lo run d-muchk and tilt at all I meet: 


i oniy wear it in a land of fleetors, 
Thieves, supe: curgaes, Siarpers, und directors.—Pov x. 
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NATURAL EFFECTS a a BHORIUGIUMONGER 
BILLS AGAINST THE LIBER CIES OF THE PEOPLE. 
~ eZ PetE- - 

The ministers now peree've they have accompitshed little tn 
favor of themselves by their six famous nesirusis for the cure 
qf radical reform, prenared by Ur. Sidmeuth, ani his wise 
associates, We told them they were useless, whea tuey were 
proposed :—and they have proved dangerous. Lato the guilt 
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oe lwmaeinnt fare 1. ? . 4 3 
we are not eNcuUiring, iris stumcient for us, that tacy are the 
‘ "7 , 4. hs aocuiae ¥ . ¥ k e 
fruits of the bills which Mur, Camuing said had restored order, 
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confudence, and reverence for tue Jaws J ‘shits ts not quote d to 


prove My. Canning a dealer in fadsehood. He has sdeattiha 
his business in that Way quite sufficiently Limeel Bat such 
was the effect w = the bills were intended to dastagnenss : we 
then laughed at the blockheads, and would fain bave put them 

light; but the blindness of dak vanity urged them on, and 
they have failem iuto ihe pit whick they were digging for the 
friends of reform, Every thing was peaceable. y ha Liws were 
respecied, because it was believed they would be equally ad- 


ministered. The reformers met only to argue, an 1d they hoped 
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wheii a case of aggression was made out, the evil would be pe. 
dressed. Even when these hopes were disappointed, —when 
the peaceab!e disposition of the people was insulted by dronken 
rufiizas, who disgraced the uniforms they wore—when the 
bavonet was employed to silence complaint,—the reformers 
sull revercneed the law. They hoped it would avenge, although 
it could not save them: aad they locked with confidence to the 
tribunals of their country, until they found them shat 
agalust their conmaints, or oaly open to punish them for com- 
plaming. This checked their reverence for the law, although 
it Gid not diwsinish the determination of the great body to pre- 
serve order. Next came the five nosfrums of our political 
quacks, which deciared taw to be untawful, and the reformers 
to be out of the pale of the censiitution. The certain effect of 
these measures, ln any other country, would have been to pro- 
duce a bloody revolution. The great mass of the people here 
shuddered at the prospect, we were determined to bear as loug 
as possible, evils that might cure themselves. But this wise 
resolution could not be expected, though general, to be um- 
versal. Spirits more ardent, and souls more resolute than 
others, forbidden to vent their feelings in complaint, were 
driven to desperation. And in this desperation, worked upon 
by the infernal machinations of spies, have various mad exploils 
been determined upon, which could only end in the rain of the 
projectors ; but which, however trifling in themseives, and how- 
ever casily subdued, will inevitably lead to others of greater 
magnitude, (supposing the continuance of the coercive syster) 
headed by leaders of greater ability, and directed to objects 
of more ready attainment. Slaves, if they are inteiligent and 
spirited, will plot against their masters. It is only FREEMEN 
who can be trusted by rulers. 

The present ebullition of discontent in Scotland of itsclf, 18 
of no moment to the iron hand of power. It can be cruslied 
in an instant. It is evident, that it has been instigated by 
madness, or villamy. It is either the work ef zealuls, or ol 
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ministers alfect to make it important, they deride it, and enjoy — 
a movement, Which tends in their silly opinion, to fix thelr au- 
thority the firmer. They know the discontented have zo arms, 
no stores, NO amniunition, no frrances, no resources; and 
when they publish ‘* officiad Gudletins’ of encounters between 
well-emonnted cavalry, and such destitute opponents, We can 
hardly avoid laughing in the faces of the formal official pup- 
pets, and asking them, whether an owd would publish a bul- 
letin of the capture of a fie/d-mouse ? Fake the circumstances 
in their most formidable aspect, and they amount to this. 4 
committee of organization,” say a few scove (to be certain of 
being beyond the number,) issue a proclamation to the people 
to join their standard before it was erected; before it could be 
found, and of course, without any chance of protection to 
those who migut have been disposed to join it. Phis pro- 
clamation itself was enough to defeat its object, by putting 
the regular authorities on their guard. Inferior numbers, and 
inadequate resourees can only expect to succeed by surprize. A 
call upon the people to act, is aiso a call upon the authorities to 
prevent their acting. But here was evidently neither cons/dera- 
tion, nor reflection. Suppose the people had rose im one mass, 
what would the “ Committee of Organization’ have done with 
them? Who was to arm, to clothe, to feed, to direct them? 
an mivisible committee, with invisible means, and with incom- 
prehensible objects! The folly of the enterprize leads us 
Strongly to suspect it was originally formed nearer Downing- 
street, than Glasgow; and that new Olivers, new Castles, are 
at work, particularly at Notlingham, Huddersfield, and in the 
districts of Glasgow and Paisley. Let the Reformer’ be as- 
sured, that he who wishes them to use any other ARMS than 
the REASON which has hitherto borne them conquerors through 
every contest with their enemies, is zot their friend. Whoever 
ne may be, his head is deficient. ov his neart is bad. We have 
nothing that it would be desirable to gain by force. And in all 
instances where it has been talked of, its folly has heen as ap- 


parent as its guilt. Phis we have deemed it necessary to say to 
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such friends of Referm whose untatoreé zeal might lead them 


to overlesp at once the bounds of honesty and discretion. Ty 
those shameless Iniiiaiers and betrayeis of indiscretion, the 
scoundrels who are commissioned to play the es of the devil, 
by urging to sin, and then betraying to punishment, it would 
be nseless to addvess any warning. We can therefore only hope 
that their villainy way be rewarded by that elevation to which 
alone they are entitled. 

Prejudicial as these movements are to the cause of reform, 
and disastrous a5 they must prove to the individuals, they are 
still pregnant with fatal results to the system. “They will induce 
a habit of insurrection on the one hand, and a habit of imilitary 
execution on the other, which will kindle a perpeteal hatred 
between the oppressed, and those who maintain the oppression. 
Phe discontent is suffered to express itself, the wider it spreads 
under the surface, Dissimulation will become the fashion, 
when it is dangerous to speak the opinions whieh are felt; and 


toe Gisagection wii cperate unseen, none Ww i! he able to ascer- 


tani Where it lusks, until it pervades the whole mass. Ocea- 
sonal ebullttions will prove so many partial tnals of the oppose 
snp powers, wolilthe mentai voleano boils over at Tast, with 
resistless force, and buries ail ia uadistinguishable roi. 
Plotting is not indigenous to the soil; and plots weull have 
been unknown, fad the free ivtercourse of opinion been left to 
the reformers. But who wil say, that some of them will not 
mow plot against their oppressors? And, as Charles the Twelfth 
ui Swecen learnt to conquer by wis DUMCroUs cefeats, the series 
of minor iy m2y terminate with a successful oe, upon a 


preater scale! It Is quife impossible to govern by coercion, i 
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ay Pers prgenes has failed even in Spain, and Cas- 
Hereach, Canning, and Sidmouth cannot sneceed ia England. 
But they may produce ithe most disastrous results. If they 
could succeed in depriving the populace of political informa- 


hon, at which they so sedulously aim, they would have to cope 


with spirits mich more dangerous to the peace of society, than 
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the frieuds of reform. Ef they do not wish to produce a Teve 





cece 




























THE BLACK DWARF. ATS 


lution, let them pause. TY they will hazar! a revolation, 
to protect the borough system by a military despotism, let them 
proceed, with the heavy respousibility of all the blood that 
has been, or that may be spilt, upon their own heads. ({f 
they continue to deny any redress of public grievances —to 
insilt public distress---to abuse every plan of reform offered 
to their consideration, as tending to treason and rebel- 
jion--and yet refuse to bring forward themselves any plan 
which they may deem practicablee-in short, if they will do, as 
arrogant usurpers have done in all ages, they must be infatuat- 
ed, if they can expect the laws of nature, and the composi, 
tion of human beings will be changed on their account. Having 
chosen thcir pat, they must encounter its difficulties. The 
sincere, the ratiouai reformer will lament their stupidity, but 
he cannot pity their fate, whether they should prove despica- 
ble and unhappy in a triumph over the liberties of their 
country: or whether they should fail the victims of their own 
frenzy in the madness which that frenzy may occasion in others. 
The clouds are heavy around us, but we despair not. Freie- 
nom and TRuTH is our pursuit, and the Gop of truth and 
freedom will be our guardian. His justice shall triumph, 
and HIS cause prevail;--Be it in his own good time. Let us 
have patience for the result, and arm our nerves to bear what- 
ever trial cur principles may cost. 


Nee + eS —_—__ -- 





THE BANK DIRECTORS AT THEIR SHAMEFUL 
WORK AGAIN, 





-_--~—--=- 





TUESDAY.—By this evening’s paper it appears THREE 
MORE HUMAN LIvES are to. be sacrificed to the Bank 
Molocks! And the same paper also informs us, that forly- 
eight more are to take their trial at the present assizes, for 
uttering forgeries of the Bank promises to pay. After a little 
more practice in the amusement (for such it seems to be) of 


hanging, and when the public ate a httle more familiarized to 
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‘lus favorite mode of slaughter, we should not be surprised 
every offence were to be make death, as an agreeable and 
necessary mode of weeding the population! Nothing, ab- 
stractedly speaking, can deserve death ¢ess than offering a 
forged Bank note. The parties to whom it 1s offered, have 
eyes; and if they are unable to distinguish true from false notes, 
the fault lies with themselves, for consenting to carry on busi- 
ness with such sfuf?; and with the Bek Direetors, for 
not giving # the . ne certain distinguishing mark, some 
means of ertaining oa are thew promises, from the 
promises of their brethren in the rag way, which, by the bye, 
it is just as Iikely will ever be redeemed in a general way. We 
had some hopes that we had brought the Bauk Pirectors toa 
sense of some degree of humanity, as owing to the public in 
appearance, if not existing in their bosoms. We had good 
reason to know that our castigations were not then thrown 
away, At first they produced only anger, and we were 
threatened with a prosecution, That we did not fear; anda 
fewmore lashes made the direciurs cease, for the moment, 
from prosecuting others fo death, We were satisfied with 
any other mode of pretecting their rags. ‘They have, however, 
comimenced again; and we must resume our whip. And we 
do not purpose leaving them now, until we have brought out 
the inimitable notes, which they have so long promised. They 
may bluster again, as much as they please—may do any thing 
but hang—with our free consent. A public meeting, shall be 
called, te petition the es io permit the Bank to hang, 
if they will be content with nothing short of life, in the great 
hall; and to gibbet their victims at tie doers of the directors! 
They should be known, and their trophies seen, None suspect 
them of being such heroes. They must not be permitted any 
longer to — 
——— hany by stealth, 
And blush to find it fame! 
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SUBSCRIPPION TO DEFRAY THE EXPENCES OF MR. 
HUNT.— PROPOSAL OF A PERMANENT FUND. 


A Meeting has been held at the Crown and Anchor, to con- 
sider of the means of indemnifying this gentleman for the ex- 
pences to which he fias ne a put, by the prosecution carried on 
against him; and to defray the e» pence to which he will yet be 
subject, ia attempting io set aside the lezal verdict obtained 
avast him. The talent with which Mr. “Lunt conducted his 
cause, was so confessedly si uperior, and the refutation of the 
charges against him so extremely clear, that the verdict of the 
whole nation, except his jury and his persecutoys, has beer 

‘not guilty.” Nay, the public sentence has not been merely 
a negation of ill, but an atlirmation of good. He has been 
generally pro: nounced MERITORIOUS IN THE EX TREME— 
and though meritis of itself a rich reward, It ought not to be 
left accountable for an expenditure, which wenitil be i immense to 
an individual of moderate means, though trifling to msigiii- 
cance, When divided emougst the Friends of Retora and the 
Lovers of Justice! We have more than once called upon the 
Reformers to establish a PERMANENY FUND, placed in re- 
sponsible hands, for tins species of individual guarantee from 
the pressure of a systent, whic! i exhausts by its expence those 
whom it cannot crush by its angers We could bave wi hed 
that others, whose personal afiluence would have given an 
additional security to the Public for a proper application 
of the money, would have come forward as the founders of 


sich a Fund. But it becomes the duty of every indivi-- 


dual, in these eventful times, to contribute ALL that he 
cin to the protection of the principles of Reform, from 
the persecution they are destined to encounter. And, laa short 
period, we will lay before the — ai outline of a plan, upon 
which a bulwark may be erected, which our oppressors cannot 
break through. When the details are digested, a public meet- 
ing will be called for a full, fair, free, and dispassionate consi- 
deration of them; and if, in the opinion of the meeting, they 
are calculated to answer the proposed eud, it will remain for 
the friends of reform to give them the necessary cner.y, | xv 
their adoption. Here is ample scope for exertion. John 
Knight, of Manchester, as spon a mana as Mr, Justice Darley, 
has been sentenced by Mr. Justice Bailey to two years iin- 
mbes. foi presiding al a meeting, at Which it us sworn 
some peop! le wilh whom he had no connection attended with 


x few pike heads, and pistols! others have beech sentenced 
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with him to an equal confinement ;---others to a shorter. 
Knight was one of Sidmouth’s former victims; hone shall the 


good old man find himself, at the close of fife, « serted by all 
whom he has attenipted to serve? Common In ’ forbids 
the thought. ‘lartinshaw, 3 and Swann, the first wet Be years 
of ave, and for sty a reformer, are also lingering ia a 


prison for atten —_ 7a 2 public meeting; which if not leval, all 
the magistrates of ise district ought to be imprisoned for not 


densuncing, and prohibiting. Other cases e quialiy nojist 
DEMAND tue p wuiblic attention. “ pie been the shame of past 
times, only to reward trimmphs --to gather round conquerors— 


and to lei ** the stricken d eer co Wee yn! ” Be it the glory of the 
preset, to detent howest misfortune--to cheer the gloom of an 
ummerited dungeon---and to carry consolation to the forlora and 
'esolate. Let the “ L prnant ALLIANCE” compensate the 
ave for the same of the “* Hoty Alliance,’ ard teach despots 
of all dese Flyin sibs, tiat thie poop le who are OM} yelled to support 
ore sssiou by ther contribucons, wail wolameanlly Support 
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justice of the public, upon its own merits; and shall be happy 
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to receive fur him, at our ofiice, any testimonial of public ap- 
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Ehe oty Haught has nitherto borne away the belle in foolish 
fogsts, but the present Lord Mayor, having become a cily Te- 
resentative, seems to think it incu mbent ‘pe pb him, to rival 
Sty William's “ speedy neace and soon!” Accordingly at the 
dinner of the Subsenbers to the Orphan Asylam, thinking a 
member of Batam eyiaest always « politician, he gave as a 

t, © The liberties of the peopre ; ; may they never be 
shed DY despotism, nor ae asunder by DE MOCRACY !" 
Every school- boy co! ld lave tau ght fii mM that the oe ontrast of 
despotism is enureiy, and that the liberties of the people 
CONSIST IN DEMOCRACY. 
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Vetrarcu, Voltaire, Miles. and Quiz, 1 
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LETTERS OF THE BLACK DWARF. 
-—<ij~— 
To the Yellow Bonze. 


AN APPROPRIATE PRESENT—DINNER TO SIR W. CURTIS. 


Though this country is by no means famous for politeness, it 
has some claim to discrimination, and the friends of Sir W. 
Curtis have evinced it, on his re-eleetion to his city honours. 
To have presented the loyal knight with @ sword, for his past 
services, or on his present triumph would have subjected alk - 
parties to ridicule; for it is certain he would not have known 
what to do with it, except he had mistaken it for a carving 
knife, and lamented that a fork of equal dimensions had not 
been voted him at the same time! An urn, with a Latin 
inscription was proposed, but it was objected the loyal knight 
might not be able to explain the compliment to his friends! 
So it was at last agreed to give him what he could both under- 
stand, and enjoy, namely, a dinner’ His entrance was 
creeted like the entrance of Sancho Panza, into the territory of 
Barataria, with a flourish of trumpets! Only think of the 
propricty of this accompaniment. From the known habits of 
the loyal knight, he should have entered to a concert of frying- 
pans, pokers, tongs, and other kitchen implements, which have 
been principally iastrumental in his past exploits. Butas the 
baronet has been his own brazen trumpeter so long, it was 
deemed fit to prelude his performance on the occasion, with a 
general flourish of trumpets, as a sort of pitch-pipes for the key 
he was about to take. The band next played, ‘‘ See the 
conquering hero comes!” in appropriate allusion to the fowls, 
geese, turkies, cheese, maggots, lobsters, &c., with which he 
has loaded his capacious stomach, I will spare thee his ridicu- 
lous address to the company. The unintelligible volubilit 
of a parrot nay please its mistress weil enough; and the hearers 
of Sir William may bave intellects of a capacity to be pleased 
even with him. Why should not monkies have their represen- 
tatives as well as men? 1s a question the philanthropist would 
not determine against the brutes. And if monkeys, why not 
bears, gluttons, and the whole herd of human rivals of four- 
footed perfections? I must, however, inform thee that at this 
famous dinner, a parody on “ Scots wha ha wi Wallace bled!” 
was sung! ‘The words, as printed in the newspapers, are too 
sublimely nonsensical for quotation. Why did they not apply 
to me for a ditty? I would have obliged them with an appro- 
priate one. And I am now tempted to offer one for the next 
occasion, 

Thy friend and well-wisher, 


| SHE BLACK DWARF. 
Von. IV, No. 14, 
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MASSACRE AE CADIZ. 
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Cowardice and cruelty are the natural weapons of despotism, 
Usurpers, like assassins, are always ready with their daggers, 
when they dare not draw their swords. ‘Lhe populace, in some 
countries, lave disyraced themselves by excesses thet reason 
could not justify: but the excesses of the multitude have been 
light as gossamar, compared with the cold-blooded atrocities 
with which despotism has aimed at perpetuating its authority, 
Besides, an infuriate populace has to piead the example which 
has been set by malignant tyranny, and retalation, if not 
always just, is easily to be accounted for, aud readily to be 
excused. But what has tyranny to plead, for the blood it cold- 
ly sheds—for turning its blood-hounds upon the defenceless 
throng—or handing to the executioner from that throng an in- 
dividual honest enough to merit its displeasure, and bold enough 
for the encounter of its hatred. 

All the excesses committed during the French Revolution 
were instigated by the fiends, royal and noble, who dreaded 
lest the liberty of France should be the forerunner of the liberty 
of Europe! Dissention and distrust were sown amongst the 
people of France, that their swords might be turned against each 
other; and having stimulated maddened partizans to those deeds 
of horror, the fiends, exulting in their sanguinary success, re- 
proached their dupes with the madness they had occasioned. 

In Spain, the national character rendered such a mode im- 
practicable. ‘There was no hope that the Spaniards would wage 
War amongst themselves. ‘Pheir usurper was too generally 
hated, and their desire of revolution too well grounded upon 
politicalknowledge. But tyranny would not relinquish its hold, 
withsut recourse to its usual bloody stratagem, when force was 
usciess, A wretcl: for whom the gibbet would be too honoura- 
ble a recompense, planned and executed a masscere at Cadiz, 
worthy of the authors of the notorious massacre of the pro- 
testants, on the eve of St. Bartholomew, end some other mas- 
sacres, upon a smaller scale, but engendered by the same in- 
fernal motives, 


Ou the 9th of March, Cadiz had not proclaimed the free 
constitution. It was already registered in the hearts of the 
citizens ; but it had not been formally declared. Faithful to 
the desire that reason should dictate the desirable change, the 
republican soidiers of QUIREGO, who had first erected the 
standard of the revolution, were invited to be present at the lay- 
ing the first stone of the constitution. Noattack had been made 
by the patriots upon the city of Cadiz, which was still held by the 
governor for the King, in opposition to the declared wish of the 
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inhabitants. Affairs became critical. The King had been com- 
pelled to swear allegiance to the new constitution. The royal 
vyersecutor of the friends of freedom was ou his royal knees be- 
fore. He was prostrate before the WILL OF THE PEOPLE: 
and too generous to visit justly upon his head the punishment 
with which he had unjustly visited others, they bid him rise, 
and be honest for the future. This liberality was hot wisdom. 
It is useless to pare the tigers claws. ‘They will again become 
instruments of destruction. But it was a fine illustration of 
the magnanimity of the people, which, in seeking “ security 
for the future,’ declined to take ‘ indemnification for the 
past.” It became necessary to afleet to proclaim the new or~ 
der at Cadiz. A wretch, named Freyre, a general officer, 
thinking, no doubt, to please his royal inaster, and to wade 
through a sea of ixnocent blvod, to honours and rewards, ap= 
peared at Cadiz. “ He came,” he said, “ to proclaim the 
constitution, He was received with enthusiasm by the people 3 
aud proceeded to arrange a public procession, for the osten- 
sible purpose of his visit. It was to be graced with all the 
constituted authorities, General QuirEGo, with his stafl, 
were toatiend. ‘Phey were intended as the principal sacri~ 
fices of the day, but the good genius of Liberty either induced, 
them to suspect the treason, or some fortunate accident kept 
them away from the deceitful banquet. The presiding demon, 
who was about to ‘ cry kavoc, and let slip the dogs of war,” 
required an assurance that ‘* no animosity or vengeanceshoul 
be directed against any body.” The unsuspecting multitude 
answered nobly, that “in free hearts no malice existed, anié 
that all would be forgiven.” The city was illuminatedon the 
evening of the 9th; and on the following morning an order was 
issued by this fiend of expiring despotism, that the houses 
should be decorated; that the municipal authorities should 
form themselves into a procession to assist at the regular pro 
clamation of the constitution ; and that the city should be i//u. 
minated for three nights in succession! The whole city, on the 
morning of the 10th, exhibited a scene of pleasure aud hilarity, 
which nothing could equal!” But the fiends were on the watch 
to convert the joy into mourning, and shame the brilliance of 
the sun, by deeds too horrid fer the deepest darkness. ‘The 
time for prociaiming the constitutiou arrived—the clock struct 
ten—and the troops began firing upon the assembled multi- 
tude, with cries of —“ Live Ferdinand!’ and “ Down with the 
constitution!” The heroes of Manchester were far outdone. 
The dead bodies lett in the streets afier the carnage had ceased, 
exceeded four hundred, ‘Vhe wounded are without number: 
Che military brutes had been supphed with brandy to intoxica- 
tion, by the contrivers of the wholesale murder; and from tex 
a the morning till eieht at night, the etty resembled a place 
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tehen by assault, and given up to pillage. Officers and pri. 
vates secined to vie with each other in bratality; and Fraeynrp 
is said to have in person urged the villains to the desperate 
work of plunder and cestruction ! 

If, in the progress of the Spanish Revolution, the Peopiy 
should be lritated into any excess, the advocates of divine 
right and legal despotism will attribute all to the bad passions 
and depraved minds of the “ lower orders,” and hold up as 
2 beacon against Keform, the evils of a revolution. But they 
will carefully keep out of view these royal atrocilies—tliese 
murders by authority —these legitimate excesses, whict rouse 
the passions of the multitude into maduess, and justily the 
terrible re-actions that such trightful crimes are calculated tu 
produce. Nav, if this Preyre, this deliberate destroyer, were 
to be torn to pieces by the indignant multitude, how would 
the “ brutality of the mob” be the theme of legitimate con- 
demnation! Yet who will say that such a fate would be un- 
deserved by the author of his guilt, but that sober justice 
demands a sacrifice calculated to give a more solemn and ter- 
rible example. 

Revolutions would be as tranquil as beneficial, when they 
were required by the will of the People, were it not for the 
mode adopted by interested despotism te preserve its advan- 
tages. A People never complain without reason. A uation 
wever desives a change, but from the most absolute conviction 
of its necessity. It is the nalsre of man to endure, as long as 
endurance is possible; and when hope is Jost and patience ex- 
hausted, on the part of a nation, it is the duty of ail its agents 
to obey its will—to lay dowa the authority which they can no 
longer exercise to its advantage— and to coucur in any measure 
the imajority may deem requisite. The multitude cannot be 
cruel, except it be enraged: and those who dare to take the 
rouzed lion by the beard, are not entitled to pity if they fall 
beneath his tangs. ‘This blocdy event may probably fix the 
liberties of Spain upon a surer basis than that on which it bad 
otherwise been placed. It will teach a proper DISTRUST ol 
_ wit royal promises, and loyal tools. It is natural to suppose 
that Freyre calculated upon the thanks of his Royal Maséer, 
for wasling the streets of Cadiz with the blood of his subjects: 
—and it will teach the Spaniards how to value them both. 
‘Phe Courier is dreadfully enraged that the new constitution 
should be a radical constitution— that it should be founded en 
the principles of Universal Suffrage, and Parliaments of short 
duration. But it will be further enraged, and its frenzy will 
know no bounds, should this massacre induce the Spanish 
Nation to declare at once for a REPUBLIC; in which the 
safety of the Nation should have nothing to fear from the mad- 
ness, the follv, or the cruelty of a King, or anv of bis Minioas 
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TRENCH JURIES, VERSUS ENGLISH JOURIES!! 


fie nation of sanc-culottes, and wooden shoes, has out~ 
stripped us in the career of freedoin. irance Js rising in liberty» 
even under a Bourbon King. England is falling from her high 
estate, under the dominion of a Brunswick. ‘The cause 1s oh- 
vious. The house of Bruuswick has been compelled by the 
horoughmongers to adopt Stuart principles ; while the Bourbons 
have been compelled to lay down the despotic code of thie 
family, before the will of the nation, Something like Englisle 
fecling is found among the Juries of London, because they are 
there taken from the mass of the community. But ia the 
country, to accuseis to condemn. Where the Ministers prosecute, 
and their servants judge, individuals whom they hate, might as 
well be tried in the Court of Star Chamber. A Leicestershire 
special jury has found Sir Francis Burpetr guilty of an 
act, which does him the highest honour! A Yorkshire special 
Jury has found Mr. Hunr and his colleagues, on the 16th of 
August, guilty, of having convened a public meeting, and 
conducting it with the most unprecedented regulaiity, and 
attention to good order. A Lancashire special Jury has found 
JoHN Knicur guilty of a similar offence! for which, Mr. 
Justice Bailey has sentenced him to two years imprisonment { 
These results are as disgusting as the persecution of the primi- 
tive Christians, and they arise from the same motives—a deter- 
mination on the part of those interested in existing abuses, to 
resist every proposition for reform, The money-changers in 
the temple, and those who had converted the house of prayer 
intoa den of thieves, no doubt deemed HIM “ seditious,” and 
* inalicious,” who denounced their evil practices:—hence, all 
Who in a less degree imitate H{s scorn of usurped power, Hts 
hatred of ill-gotten wealth, are marked as the enemies of the 
* peace” and “ good order” of society, and fall under the lash 
of perverted law. 

The French Juries have nobly refused to convict those who 
have made themselves obnoxious to the powers that are; anda 
censorship has been resorted to, for the prohibition of publica- 
tions, which juries will not lend themselves to punish. Sieur 
BARROIS was prosecuted for publishing a Jibel, of which the 
following truisms are prominent passages :—~ 

“* Soldiers of a great nation, will you consent to receive 2 
King, who for twenty years was the enemy of France, and who 
boasts of owing his throne to a Prince Regent of England?” 

Soldiers, otlicers in retreat, veterans of our armies, come 
to conquer the throne, the palladium of our rights, that poste. 
ity may say —foreigners, aided by traitors, had imposed a yrke 
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upon France; but brave men shook it off, and the enemies of 
the people, and of the army disappeared.” 

“ France has been treated by the Bourbons like a revolted 
country; re-conquered by the armies of its ancient enemies, and 
subjected to a new feudal deminion!” 

“ Louis Stanislaus Xavier lias despised the treaty, by which 
he was placed on the throne, &c.” ; 

These passages occur in the celebrated Memoirs of the His- 
tory of France, in 1815; and, in the official jargon, Sieur 
Barrois was accused of a formal attack upon the constitutional 
authority of the King—and of an offence against the person of 
the King, and of the princes of the royal family. A Parisian 
Jury was not however to be thus imposed upon. It saw through 
the designs of power—ihat to crush the expression of all opi- 
nion was its object—and it refused to second such an intention, 
finding a verdict of NOT GUILTY. 

It must be confessed, that we should not call the country 
special Juries, English Juries. They should be called, from 
the mode of nomination, Crowz Juries, or from their practice, 
Court Juries, or from their intention, Boroughmonger Juries, 
‘They are unknown to the law of the land, and ought not to be 
recogvized as any part of its institutions, until they are sum- 
moned impartially, and nominated without any real or apparent 
preference. 





EXTRACT OF ALETTER TO MAJOR CARTWRIGHT 
WHILE AT WARWICK ASSIZES. 


SIR, 

The ether day, in looking over my small collection of 
works, with the intention of passing a few leisure mo- 
ments, it happened for me to take down a velume of that popu- 
far novel of Fiumphrey Clinker, wherein the author says, as 
speaking of a second person, “ That the Parliament was the 
rotten part of the British Constitution, that the liberty of the 
press, if restricted, was a national evil; and that the boasted 
institution of juries, as managed in England, was productive 
of shameful perjury and flagrant injustice.” He observed, 
“that traffic was au enemy to all the liberal passions of the 
soul, founded on the thirst of lucre, a sordid disposition to take 
advantage of thenecessities of our fellow-creatures.’’ He athirm- 
ed, says the author, “that the nature of commerce was such, 
that it could not be fixed or perpetuated: but, having flowed 
toa certain height, would immediately begin to ebb, and so 
continue, till the channels should be left almost dry; but 
there was no instance of the éide’s rising a second time to any 
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considerable influx in the same nation. Mecanwlnie, the sud- 
den affluence occasioned by trade, forced open all the sluices 
of luxury, and overflowed the land with every species of profli- 
gacy aud corruption, a total depravity of manners would ensue, 
and this must be attended with bankruptcy and ruin.” He ob- 
served of the Parliament, “ that the practice of buying boroughs 
and canvassing for votes, was an avowed system of venality, 
already established on the ruins of principle, integuty, faith, 
and good order; iv consequence of which, the elected and the 
elector, and, in short, the whole body of the peoplé, were 
equally and universally contaimmated and corrupted.” He 
afirmed, “that of a parliament thus constituted, the crowa 
would always have influence enough to secure agreat majority, 
in its dependence, from the great number of posts, places, and 
pensions, it had to bestow; that such a parliament would (as it 
had already done) lengthen the term of its sitting and authori- 
ty, whenever the prince should think it for his interest to con- 
tinue the representatives ; for, without doubt, they had tlie 
same right to protract their authority ed infiniium, as they had 
to extend it from three * to seven years. When a parliament, 
therefore, dependent upon the crown, devoted to the Prince, 
and supported by a standing army, garbled and modeiled for 
the purpose, any King of England may, and probably some 
ambitious sovereign will, totally overthrow all the bulwarks of 
the constitution; for it is not to be supposed that a prince of a 
high spirit will tamely submit to be thwarted in all lis measures, 
abused and insulted by a populace of unbridled ferocity, + when 
he has it in his power to crush ail opposition under bis feet 
with the concurrence of the legislature.” 


If any part of the above matter, should prove to be of inte- 
terest, in any part of your defence, IF am happy to communicate 
it, a3 though it was of the most essential ; and proud to be 

@: 
b ir, 
Your most obedient, 
and very humble Servant, 


W. EB. 


= ———-_ = t=. 





~- 


* Doctor Smollett, like too many superficial writers, here ex- 
poses his ignuranee of the Constitution, in not having discovered 
that a parliament of a three years duration is in its principle, as 
gross a violation, as one of seven years duration. 


+ Here breaks out the genuine Toryism of the continuator of the 
Tory History of England by Hume: as if to furnish an apology 
for a monarch thrusting out both alimited Kjag and a free peop/e, 
from the Goverument, and with a miock legislature ** crushipg 
under his fect all opposition.” | 
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FORGED NOTES. 

Srp,—A clerk in a country bank in the Midland district, whe 

is reckoned rather famous at detecting forged-notes, took an o 
portunity to re-examine the one pound Bank of Eneland notes 
then in possession; when, in about 200, he discovered two 
which had escaped his previous inspection. He assures me not 
a day passes, but one or two, and sometimes more, are offered. 
Now, if there is only one inevery 100 forged, this would amount 
to aconsicerable sum, say 2 quarter of a million in pounds; 
which, as they are so well executeu, circulate from hand to 
lhand, ‘without much inconvenience or suspicion. Perhaps not 
wnore than one in every 5000, are actually refused, and duly 
badged and titled, by the rich Iag-men, at their celebrated 


Rag-shop i in ‘Threadneedle-street. If this is the state of the 


Bank of England paper, it is a sufficient motive for their hang- 
ing boys, or com 


mitting any other horrible act, against the good 
sense and proper feelings of the couatry. 


The people of England | rave been called “a thinking peo- 
ple.” That they are a believing people ail the world adinits. 
A, as one of them, shall as, soon : believe ; in Joannah Southcoti’s 
rising from the dead, and actually bringing forth a real Shiloh, 
as believe in any good eects trom itimitable notes—or even 
that any change of notes at all will ever be offered. Let those 
who believe the contrary, consider what the eficct would be, 
from having the above value of notes, (which appears to me 
much understated) opeuly declared to the world, and actually 
refused. 

Ihke to see ‘wise Johany Bull’—® senstble Johnny Bull’— 
‘*thinking Johnny — —“ believing Johnny Bull,” roused and 
put on his metal: —his passions, ils prejudices, and his feelings, 
well set in motion. Thatis the proper moment to see au Eng. 
lishman, wiio as we well know, and gratefuily experience, is 
** the envy and admiration of the world.” He was pretty well at it, 
when the parsons, those holy and devout gentlemen, set him to 
burn Thomas Paine in efligy :-—but that was nothing to what 
this will be; and therefore, with the view of seeing “this most 
glorious sight j in perfection, I hereby commission you to engage 
mea front. room, (never mind price) as near the Bank as you 
ean. I shall not want lodging ;—the sight wil! be so delight- 
tul and enchanting, the uttiens SO romantic, the Janguage so 
elegant and disinterested, —-the characters so various, and the 


scene of such agreeable Curation,—that [ shall vot think of 
rest, until it is at an end. NEMO. 


P.S. Ifthe Bank of England, not crediting this statement, 
will order a re-examination of their notes in the hands of the 
London and Coantey Bankers, and principal tradesmen and 
inerchants to take place, on some one particular day all over the 


kingdom, and send the statement to you, they mav try my esti« 
mate with tolerable accuracy. 
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“My Masters of Misrule! I have a crow to pluck with you.” 


Orn Pray. 


— << -- ee 


98. How much mere glorious is the memory of that prince 
whose studs was to be the father of his peop! . and to establish 
their liberties on a firm foundation,---than of those wise only 
2in Was to sap that foundaiion, aud to be the absolute lords 
and masters of dependent vassals! The name of Alfred will be 
revered, (Thad almos? said adoved,) long as the world endures; 
while the memories of Edward IL. and Richard UL, and ef all 
the Stuarts, shall rot and stink in the nostrils of posterity. 
Have sovereigns no conscience of right and wrong, of justice 
and injustice? or do they lock upon themselves as free ivom 
every bond, ane not accountable for their conduct to the King 
of kings and Lord of Lords? Do they never consider for a 
moment, that they must one day stand at the dread tribunal, 
where there is no respect of persons, where thev will be upon 
a level with the meanest of their subjects? Whence is it that 
they have been so ready to violate » their sap er it while 
punishing robbery in others, t! ney h: ave been guilty of robbery 
themselves ?-—-that condemning sac rilege, they have robbed the 
people of their most sacred rights?’—that ia their most unjust 
pursuit, they have shed the blood of their best subiects and 
most virtuous citizens? in every part of the globe have been 
seen Rachels mourning for theit children, and refusing to be 
comforied because they are not-—widows and orphans jet in 
calling for vengeance on these enemies of the human rece.—— 

Their cries shall reach the judge of ail the earth ; and although 
these ambitious mortals ¢ nak themselves as an eaele, and sel 
their nest among the stars, thence shail thes y be | broug ht down: 
for dust they are and unto dust they mest return: > they shell 
descend to the sitent grave, ‘ Where the wicked cvase from 
troubling, where the weary are at rest, where the prisoners rest 
together, and hear not the voice of the op pre ssor. —I'rve 
Tho ughts on despotic and free Gevernment, &c. 1781. 


mee ewe 


99. Kings retluced to tetra (either by thelr own, OF by 
the negligence ot their daha cs ee have Deen ever involved 
in. dark ‘and mean intrigue hey In ve heen forced to cour 
such as in their ice ties 3 abhorred, and to frewn upon these 


whose abilities and virtues iliey seereuly approved and reve- 


reneed, lustead of being the hiead of the whole common. 
V OL. il, No. 14. 
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FORGED NOTES. 

Srr,— A clerk in a country bank in the Midland district, whe 
is reckoned rather famous at detecting forged-notes, took an op- 
portunity to re-examine the one pound Bank of Eneland notes 
then in possession; when, in about 200, he discovered two 
which had escaped his previous inspection. He assures me not 
a day passes, but one or two, and sometimes more, are offered. 
Now, if there is only one inevery 100 forged, this would amount 
to aconsigerable sum, say 2 quarter of a million in pounds; 
which, as they are so well executed, circulate from hand to 
hhand, without much inconvenience or suspicion. Perhaps not 
wnore than one in every 5000, are actually refused, and duly 
badged and titled, by the rich Rag-men, at their celebrated 
dtag-shop in ‘Tireadneedle-street. If this is the state of the 
Bank of England paper, it is a sufficient motive for their hang- 
ing boys, or committing any other horrible act, against the good 
sense and proper feelings of the couatry. 

The people of England have been called ‘6a thinking peo- 
ple.” That they are a delieving people all the world admits. 
J, as one of them, shall as, soon believe in Joannah Southcott’s 
rising from the dead, and actually bringing forth a real Shiloh, 
as believe in any good elects trom iaimiiable notes—or even 
that any chance of notes at all will ever be offered. — Let those 
who believe the contrary, consider what the eiicct would be, 
from having the above value of notes, (which appears to me 
much waderstated) openly declared to the world, and actually 
refused. 

[hike to see ‘wise Johany Bull’—* senstble Johnny Bull”— 
‘*thinking Johnny Bull?’—“ believing Johnny Bull,” roused and 
put on his metal: —his passiens, his prejudices, and his feelings, 
well set in motion. Thatis the proper moment to see au Eng- 
lishman, who as we well know, and gratefudly experience, B 
** the envy and admiration of the world,” He was pretty well at it, 
when the parsons, those holy and devout gentlemen, set him to 
burn Thomas Pame in efligy:-—but that was nothing to what 
this will be; and therefore, with the view of seeing this most 
glorious sight in perfection, I hereby commission you to engage 
me afront room, (never mind price) as near the Bank as you 
ean. I shall not want lodging ;—the sight will be so delight- 
tul and enchanting, the actions so romantic, the language so 
elegant and disinterested,—-the characters so various,—and the 
scene of such agreeable Curation,—that I shall rot think of 
rest, until itis atan end. NEMO. 


P.S. Ifthe Bank of England, not crediting this statement, 
will order a re-examination of their notes in the hands of the 
London and Country Bankers, and principal tradesmen and 
inerchants to take place, on some one particular day all over the 
kingdom, and send the statement to you , they mav try my estt: 
mate with telerable accuracy. 
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ee My Masters of Misrule' I havea crow to pluck with you.” 


Orn Pray. 
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98. How much mere glorious is the memory of that prince 
whose study was to be the father of his people, and to establish 
their liberties on a firm foundation,---than of those whose only 
21M Was LO sup that foundation, and to be the absolute lords 
and masters of dependent vassals! The name of Alfred wil be 
revered, (I had almous? said adoved,) long as the world endures; 
while the memories of Edward HW. and Richard U., and ef all 
ihe Stuarts, shall rot and stink in the nostrils of posterity. 
Have sovereigns no conscience of right and wroug, of justice 
and injustice? or do they look upon themselves es free ivom 
every bond, and not xccoun table for their conduct to the King 
of kings end Lord of Lords? Do they never consider for a 
moment, that they must one day stand at the dread tribunal, 
where there is no respect of persons, where thev will be upon 
a level wilh the meanest of their subiects? Whence is it that 
they have been so ready to violate their oaths ?—that while 
punishing robbery in others, they have been guilty of robbery 
themselves ?——that condemning sacrilege, they have robbed the 
people of their most sacred rights?—that in a ik Most unjust 
pursuit, they have shed the blood of their best subjects and 


most virtuous citizens? in every part of the globe Lave been 
seen Rachels mourning for theit children, and refusing to be 


comforied because they are not-—widows and orphans joi in 
calling for vengeance on these enemies of the human race. 
‘Their cries shall reach the judge of ail the earth ; and although 
these ambitious mortals ‘exalt themselves as an eaeie, and se . 
their nest among the stars, thence shall they be brought down; 
for dust they are and unto dust they must return; they shell 
descend to tne stent grave, * where the led cease front 
troubling, where the weary are at rest, where the prisoners rest 
together, and hear not the voice of the oppressor.’ — l'rve 
Thoughts on despotic and free Gevernment, &c. 1781. 
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99. Kings reiluced to sireighis, (either by their own, OF bv 


the negligenc ce of their predece: sons) have been ever involved 


in dark and mean intr! ‘gue. They lave been forced to court 

such as in their hearts they abhorred, and to frewn upon those 

whose abilities and virtues they secretly approved and reve- 

reneed,  dustead of heme the hivacd ot ie Whole common. 
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hindered frou Pesistin g illega th force used avast them, I can- 
rca told, bors oar ine onvel CiCe, i coufess, that attends all 
governments whatsoeve 1, when the governors liave brought it 
io such a pass, as to be geaerally suspecte “ioof their people ; . 
the most d: wneerous State tney can possibly put ¢ themselves in: 
wherein they are less to be pitied, because it is so easy to be 
avoided; it being as impossible for a governor, if he really 
means the good of his people, and the preservation of them 
and their jaws tocether. not to make them see and feel it, as it 
s for the father of a family, not to let his children see that he 
‘loves and takes care of them. Bat if all the world shall observe 
sretences of one ind, and actions of another; acts used to 
‘ude the law; and the trust o: peers’ mative, which is an arbi- 
) | lott in the priace’s hands to do 
ag oil, not harm to the peopie, emp: layed contrary to the end 
for wuich if was etven: Ho the people ‘shail find the — 
ind subordingte raincistrates chosen suitable to such ends, and 
foyoured or Lead ts prop murs bly as they promote or oppose 
hem: if they see several experiments made of arbitrary power, 
aud the operators jiy al cooeata us much as may ‘be, and 
hat cannot be done, yet approved still and liked the 
be etter ; and if a jong train of wes n3 shews the counsels ali 
a Ling 7 that wav. how cen a8 man any miore hinder himself from 
emg » ersuaded in his own wid, which wavy things are going 
r from casting about bow $0 save himself, than he could from 
re sabe that the captain of the ship he was in, was carrying 
him end the rest of the company to Aleiers, when he found him 
aiWays steering that COUrsce, though Cross wint is, leaks 3 In his 
hip, or want of men and provisions, cid often force lim to 
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meni, LOVE, 


62, Eut wnat confusion, what disorder could be occasioned 
ft can be tmyurious neliher to 
sound region, HOL to @ well re guiated covernment, nor to the 
essential principies of norality. Sound reiigion needs not to 
fear the light: truth always even tually conquers: error alone 
caunet stand Wie test of free examination. Ienorant, bigotted, 


by the ivee hLerty ef speech? 


* 


and wild fanatics Only will dread the free discussion of religious 

subjects, white the enlightened adorer of God, will rather chal- 
fenoe than check it. As for mr ratty, Its princes are SO plain, 
abd resi Ol Su firs a foundation, tii it BO Giscussion (ow free 
svever it be) can shake its basis. And no ¢ood government, 


Ose adiminisiraters aie faithful and disinterested in the dis- 


; 


“large oO flheir duties, whese laws are equitable and just, and 
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whose burdens are distributed with a wise Tega we to the abil: 
Ges of these vpon whom they are charged,-— has to fear the 
voice of ‘public itv. Psrants alone who sv aw Ww ‘th a pw of iron 
over an op pressed peop: e, whose actions shun the licht, who 
trample on the laws of nations, and who are deaf to ay V6ice 
of equity, justi ce and humanity, have any thing to fear fiom the 
liberty of speech.-~ Baron Kris ye. FF gclival Philosophy of 
Social Life, Edited by P. Wil 1799. 


| 


103. At first sight, it appears very absurd, that all mankind 
should be concerned in the visions and revelations of two or 
three men, when few of the same nation or district can know 
their persons, fewer their sincerity, or whether tley are inspired 
by God, are deceived themselves, or intend to deceive others, 
It must be more absurd, to expect that nations distant in situa. 
tion, languege and custonis, should | teave their habitations and 
aflairs to hunt after prophets, miracles, and revelation-mongers, 


asa 


or give crec lit to thie fabulous or uneert: iin stories or legen of 


, 


people they know nothing of, when we can hardly beheve any 


thing said to be done in the same tow nand neighbo dl or 
scarcely in the same house. tis still more ridiculous to oblige 
all the world to rake into the rubbish of antiauity, to learn all 
laneuages, examine all systems, and thereby Giscover all ape 
tures, forgeries, interpolations, errors, and mistakes, er else sub- 
mit to the guidance of others, who are neither ho wales nos 
wiser than themselves, ank d besides have an mieres { te deceive 
them. Yet your true eitiliusiast sees none of these dillicullies, 
starts at no zbsurdities, is very sure that he e has received fre- 
quent revelations, is thoroughly Satisited of his own inspiration 
and mission, and expects all mankind both now and hereafter 
to be so too; he has given them sufficient notice by o- 
gating his doctrine amongst a few that he hus persuaded to hear 
hin, and condemns a}! the rest as ob prenieae conics here. 
tics, and wilful transeressors against demons tration and evident 

light: aversion, pride, and fury in the s hape of teal, like 2 

mighty storm, raffle his mind 1p fo beating billows, and boistes- 
ous fluctuations; at last he is all rage, and ono churen- 


3) 
5 
‘ 
te 


buckets to quench his fiery religion; religion and the giory of 


God drive him on; = holy udicumaael lones to feast and 
riot upon human sacrifices, to turn cities and nations into shav nN 
bles, to destroy witli fire and sword such as dare thwa:! 173 
frenzy, and like another Nero, plays the while on his harp ni 
sings “Te Deum’ at the ondlnasitien.— Totus Trenchard. Nu 
fural History of Superstifvon, 1720, 
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LETTERS OF THE BLACK DWARF. 





From the Black Dwarf in London, to the Yellow Bonze at 
Japa. 





NEW SCHEME OP REPRESENTATION AND FINANCKR. 
RESPECTED FRIEND, 

Vhis is the age of enquiry, and every proposition 
tending to develope truth, is entitled to public consideration. 
‘Though decided!y of opiton, that ihe mode of representation 
contended for by Major Cartwright, and Mr. Jeremy Bentham, 
isthe most sim ple, and the most couformable to the Sinteuet 
principles of political justice, 1am of opinion that every other 
mode which can be brought forward, will tend to fix public 
opinion upon that which is best, when all are fairly under the 
public consideration. 

I therefore introduce to thee, a new scheme, of an anony- 
mous writer, who has taken up a principle which I have often 
recommended to the mis-rulers of this falling country :—viz. 
that those who will govern the state ought to” pay for it: and 
Ahat those who are refused any share in the legistation ought to 
be exempt from any contribution to its expences. 

Upon this principle, the anonymous writer procecds to erect 
a scheme of JSinancial representation, which shall provide a 
revenue for the wants of the state, by the contrihztions raised 
wy conferring the right of voting. Horne Tooke once pub- 
lished a few crude thoughts upon ‘the same data, but did not ex- 
iibit any more than aa imperfect outline of his intended plan. 
Lhe present writer commences with a view of the reciprocal 
duties of states and subjects, in which 1 find the following very 
liberal ideas which are suilicient to stamp the author as the 
friend and benefactor of the human race :— 

“ ‘Phe contract between the state, and the subjects, where 
frecdoin be iatended, is always voluntary, determinable, and 
dissolvable at pleasure. Such forms the best essence aud 
strength of a government, as of the real liberty of the subject; 
and it must be so in common fairness, as well as considerate 
policy :—tor governments and govcrnors having the uncontested 
right to renounce, and abdicate when they please ; the subjects 
have also the right to protest aud renounce, when they please: 
~—whenever, having fulfilled their duties, they tind the contract 
disadvantuze ous,” 

The mode proposed for the creation of votes, is short, and 
will be better understood, by extracting the chapter, than by 
attempting an abridzment, which might confuse the principle. 
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« 1,—As the state contracts the obligation, and is bound, 
to ase the persons, properties aud hbertics . each todp- 
vidual composing it—each individual composing it, is called 
upon, and is bound, to contribute to its strength and means — 
inasmuch as he is able, or as may be requisite to enable the 
state (which has nothing of itself,) well aud truly, to fulfil ity 
contract to each and all. 

“ 9.—The subject contributes to tlie stale In various ways— 
Ast.—By his personal service. Zd.—Ly the excess of his wealth. 
6d.—By the sacrifice even of his necessary, im part, if the ne- 
cessity of the state ask it. 4th.—Bv his ini the safety and 
preservation of the state require it; since he owes his life and 
well-being to the protection of that state—accorded to him, 
and to his fathers, 

“ 3.—Therefore, to obtain tle revenue necessary, (the first 
foundation of states—as of families,) and enact the laws cood 

and required for its regulation and os (the written 
mer agreed conventions,) Ail would, and 
might, assemble. Ina large one, such being impossible—yet 
the right of each to be consulted ou, and concur in the law 
that is to bind him, being the same, it must be done bya ge- 
neral representation procured by the voices of all, in small, 
separate, and distinct assemblies, 

‘* For this purpose—lI propose, that, in order to interrupt 
the usual labours and occupations as little as possible, and to 
avoid also, the tumuit and expence ot dis ‘placing any one, 

“That each ma i, in his parish or district, shail’ declare to 
the proper officers appointed, the sum he is abie, or may 
please, to contribute for the year, to the expences of the 
state! 

* In virtue of which, a civil commission shall be delivered 
to lim—declaring right of vote and civil rank —in reason of 
his contribution. 

“To make this more tutelligible, and move definite, though 
applicable to every state upon earth, i shall develope the pro- 
ject—as especially made for, and applicable to Great Britain, 
and the present crisis: its wants and its faculties, having beer 
first, weil and maturely considered. 

** No one is compulsorily brought forward, anid no one is 
excluded.— Ail may come indistinctly, Without exception of 
age, sex, calling, or religi ion. And all that contribute (the pro- 
perties and htherties of : ul] being equally sacred—as the services 
and contributions ef all, are equally valuable, in reason of the 
respective amounts and importance,) shall lave vote, prece- 
dency, and civil rank, in exact proportion of their contr 
butions. 

“ But, faust observe here--when [sav ail wuo pay, ate 
permitted Lo vole -- Gaiat uituurs, whose rights, ner contmbulren: 
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must be neglected or refused, if orphans, having guardians, are 
to be represented by them: having parents, and being depen- 
dant upon such parents, such are represented by the parent. 
That the rights ef married women are confounded with those 
of the husband, and whilst in his dependance—must be repre- 
sented by hin. That the rights and votes of all single women, 
widows or spinsters, must be represented by such man as each 
may please to appoint. In respect of what the law now calls 
minors, F hold every minor acting for himself, and living inde- 
pendent in the world, by his own talent, labour, or means, as 
inajor, to contribute to the state, aud to vote, according to 
his faculties. 

«Phe first class, the most numerous, is composed of voters, 
paying £3 per annum. For which sum, to be paid as deter- 
mined herealter, perhaps one-third down, the other two 


thirds, by four, equal quarterly payments, to have each, one 
yote. 


a & & 

2d class of 2 votes, pays each vote 3.10 0 

Devcccccccccccdecevesccccescescocccccsscss @ YD OQ 

SecccccevecesMaccccesssccsesccscesescescs. & SP O 
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$4. cccsercciat eeeemanidieiei es es g 10 0 
15 class 15 votes each—pays bio 


each WO idcccsscave 0 


* So, are the voters to be classed, and ranked, and desig- 
nated. The amount of votes to be accorded to each indivi- 
dual, is indefinite; to be regulated and limited only by his 
own choice, claim, pleasure, and degree of contribution ; and 


beyond the 15th vote, which pays £19, the price of votes 
admits no increase.” 


Mr, Paine, thou wilt remember, proposed that a properly 
tax, not levied with an unfeeling hand upon those who could 
not, as well as those who could afford to pay the impost, but 
leaving the poor untouched, and falling progressively heavier 
upon those whose well-filled purses would scarcely feel any 
diminution, So, this writer, who purposes to levy all the taaes, 
Which are requisite by the sale-of the right to vote, offers one 
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at a moderate price (though T think he might co much Zow,7) 
and of those who require a higher rank, he requires aloo a pre. 

mium in proportion, to the advantage. whielt the parties seek 
This mode of selling rank, is not a bad mode of making indi. 
vidual vanity subservient to the public good. ‘There is one con. 

sideration which might create a drawback to the result of the 
scheme, that when rank was to be bought, and could not be 
prostituted to individual advantage, there might be fewer claim. 
ants, than this author imagines ; otherwise, it might not be 
objectionable to pay a tax for the inestimable priy vilege of parti- 

cipating in the government of the nation, for the author says— 
“Tt must be remarked, and especially remembered, thatin the 
syste.n IT propose, xo faxes whatever, direct or indirect, are to 
take place, or have any existence. T be contributions aione of 
the voters, supply all the expences of the gov — as of 
the state. A system never seen on earth before !—that of a 
state supported by the wzcompelled contributions of the subject,’ 

I pass over the mode of exercising the votes, as a detail not 
likely to interest thee, until the boroughmongers shall have been 
reduced to the necessity of commencing a yeform ; but 1] must 
add, that parliaments, under sucha system must, of course, be 
ANNUAL, because. as the revenue is to be supplied by the 
exercise of the right of voting, would be aunually required. 

The resulés and conclusions of his preliminaries, the Author 
sums up in the following language :-— 


“Having shewn in a Representative Government, how the 
right of suflrage is to be acquired, and whi, 

“« How, thereby, a voluntary revenue shall be raised for the 
state, to destroy eutirely, and replace all ccmpulsory taxation. 

“ How such votes, so formed, are to constitute paroehial as- 
seimbles, for the election cf their Deputies. 

“« How those Deputies are to form Committees for the elec- 
tions of their representatives, to sit in Parliameut; and sulli- 
ciently shewn, how a Parliament su elected, must be co:mpased 
of only such as ouglit to go there; to the total exclusion af 
such as ouylit not-—from vice, folly, iIncompete uce, natural, (or 
from imbecility of age, or immaturity of youih) ; 1 will pro- 
ceed to offer, as applicable to us, in our present state, a calcuia- 
tion of iis immediate financial resuifs. 

“ T calculate then, not so much upon the whole of the popt- 
tion of Great Britain, (fourteen or fi fieen millions,) as upon the 
whole of the properties, wealth, and incomes of the British 
Empire, at home, in the West, and in the Kast: which in its 
extent, offers a population subject to its sway, greativ exceed- 
ing, (I speak within compuss) sixty millions of souls : and from 
the resources of these sixty millions, their wealth finding 
its representatives here, at heme,—I calculate, moilestly, a+ ¥o- 
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imitardy coming forward, not twelve millions of persons, per- 
haps only three millions, affording twelve millions of voies. 
Pivese are enough for my purpose, but certainly much under 
the mark; as, havine now, two millions of paupers receiving 
ainis, every one of whom, notwithstanding they are paupers, 
pays indirectly to government, per annum, and for no returz, 
more than Pask to be paid, and give, in return, the right of 
Voting, and the greater part of which, being relieved from the 
distress of that taxation which drives to the necessity of asking 
ulus, will be enabled each, to pay £3. and be a voter; we 
will be permitted to suppose, that the working classes alone, 
that do not receive alms, amount at least to three millions, pay- 
Inv, every one, atleast, by taxation, divect and indirect, ten 
pounds per aunuw, io Government, now, for no right whatever, 
that they receive; and whe would all, indisputably, be rejviced 
to pay only THREE, instead of PHN, and obtain the right of 
Suffrage, and the first degree of respectability recognized in 
the basis of society and government. 

“ With this view of the labouring classes, when it is remarked 
that my operation tends especially, to draw forth the so well- 
defended resources of the rich, and that have hitherto so well 
escaped the rapacious ingenuity (or awkwardness) of former 
financiers; and thrown all the burthens on the industrious and 
kabouring classés, when they (the rich) are calculated as my 
great dependance, for plurality of voice, in the same voters, my 
eatcnlation of three millions of voters, affording 12,600,060 of 
vores, will not be retused me. 

‘* This admitted, it follows that the single vote paying £3, 
and the votes, when multiplied in the same hands to the nuni- 
ber of 15 and upwards, paying each £10, the average payment 
of votes, is £6. 10s. each, and on 12 millions, this offers an 
amount of 78 millions; and the parliament, as all the other bo- 
ties, being elected annually, the annual income must be as 
above, Seventy Eight Millions: though at present, by all the 
varied, vexations, and oppressive taxes, as injurious to—as de- 
structive of individual and metional prosperity, by the natures 
of their conceptions and collections, only Fifty-three millions 
ean be goi together, at a rack-rent, being Fifteen Millions be- 
low the expenditure! though the Sinking Fund, sacred to the 
reduction ofihe debt, is diverted from that sworn purpose, and 
empioyed to eke out the insufticiency of the Revenue! and 
vearalter year, successively, during peace, we are presented 
with a monstrous, and still increasing deficit / 

_ “* From such state of things, one or other of the two follow- 
mg conclusions, incontestably results. 

‘Either, that the resources of the country are completely 
exhiaested—or, that the capabilities and fseal ingenuities of the 
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vovernment, can #0 no farther! —the first being not true— by 
the second, the total, as afflicting iIncompetency of the present 
ministers fo meet present clrcumstances, is most unequivocally 
declared, and eontirmed. 

“ Ratherthan admit the latter, however, they liave produced, 
first, 

“A most perplexed, as pettifogging paltry complication—a 
kind of hocus—pecus transmutation of 3 per cents. into cents, at 
34—extorting the difference of funded value, so much per 
cent, from those already in their hands—and who could not 
get out of them. By this effort of extraordinary invention, the 
Financier bragged that he neither laid any new Pax, nor asked 
any new Loan—for openly, he did neither: (unless some foolish 
people may think the issue of Exchequer Bills, tentamount to 
a Loan,) but in an insidious and perfidious fashion—he did 
both: and in a most despicable, as incompetent way. Such 
refined scheme, however, pilfered from two or three forgotten 
pamphiets, was notwithstanding held up to our admiration as 2 
most beautiful piece of machinery---because it perplexed the 
plain understanding of the honest examiuer, and presented a 
mass Of hieroglyphics to solve presuming meritorious arcana, 
Which when solved, were not worth the trouble of the. solu- 
tion, 

‘* Next, as proof of their talent, was made a most clumsy, as 
unjustifiable attempt----a vulgar artitice---clandestinely to cleat 
the market of so many Exchequer Bills, in order that so many 
more might be issued in their roome--to compel the country 
bankers to give securities for their issues of paper—who really 
do at present, offer an ostensible guarantee, in their known 
properties, to the voluntary acceptors of their paper, when the 
Bank of Engtand gives none at all! Of it, none is asked, 
though it offers no palpable or visible security—though its 
paper is forced on our acceptance ; and in the mind of every 
dispasssicnate man, its probably very near declaration of insol- 
vency, threatens the ruin of all the monied persons in the 
country-—to imvolve the natien in calamity; and to cenvulse 
the whole empire trom one extreimity to the other. 

** Nevertheless, the lesser speculators, the niodest retailers, 
were called upon to give security (for the concealed purpose, 
that | have shewn, to obtain a supply, not from anv, though 
pretended anxtety for the people,) for refusable issues, whilst 
none is demanded from those gigantic wholesate 
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2c paper-mien cers, 
whose paper the subject is compelled, by act of parliament, te 
accept ! 

“After this, another mild exploit--was to rack rent the 
abominable,window lights, employing for this purpose, as it 1 
now proved before the House, i parce! of peculacors, giving ne 
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security at all—(ok! wise Ministers!) who robbed them of half 
ihe proceeds of their tyramny. 

“Under this Re aig they luumanely sold the siicks and 
stools, the very beds of the ousands of unfortunate persons, 
unable to pay; sold the very beds from under them, and 
snatched the bread. tle very bres ad, from out of tle mouths of 
their hungry chil dren :—encreasiag the parish imcumbrances 
thereby, in a horrible degree, aud failing, at the same time, ina 
great measure, of their promised gains. ‘These vile contrivances 
they wiil nevertheless, venture to adduce as merits, though 
followed by no suceess—or, but by a most trumpery one, in 
yelation to our wants: us proofs of having done all that a 
vigorous and zealous ministry could do! 


* Besides, lest a donbt should remaia after this, all the new 
built barracks in the country—all the bran new stores that were 
deposited therein, they sol 1 piece-meal, and by lot, to collect 
a little ready mouey, bke truly improvident, and prodigal 
spendthrifts, for one twentiet! part of the value—whilst, in the 
very same breath, in other parts, they contracted anew, for the 
supply of government, with the same articles, ot the first prices. 
Ergo, having proceeded tu such desperate extremities, they had 
done to the full extent of possibility—and the country, by these 
tokens, was evidently exhausted, 


‘ But, precisely from ail these proofs, I will undertake to 
prove—just the contrary :— 


“ist. That they have not exhausted the country, by any 
mean, in spite of their endeavours to that effect. 

“od. That they have afforded undeniable demonstration of 

their utter incapacity. 

“ 3rd. That the “ Spectemur Agendo,” is not, and must not 
be their motto; for they, cannot, in reality, do any thing—but 
“ talk!” 

“'Palk! oh yes, talk, confuse, and confound, they can 
certainly---and do, with great success : and insult the ears aya 
the understanding of the House of Commons, and the people 
at large, with the most barefaced faisehoods, and grossest inis- 
statements--- false representations so ridiculous, even, that they 
reciprocally confute, and confound each other. 

“For hear them, when the condact of ministry is to be 
questioned, reform, cr enquiry proposed. “ The country never 
“was so prosperous---never so well conducted---never so little 

‘ erime---never so few te never people so satisfied.” 
Put If restiictive laws are to be passed for ministers, to augment 
their power, or shield them from punisiiments, ey indemnities 
cor thew misdeeds: or millions be wanted to build Charches o1 
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for other pretended pious uses*---oh! then we are “ told, the 
‘* country was never so wicked---the people never so immoral: 
“turbulent, seditious, cdifticult to be governed, or so mucly 
“« disposed, or given to the commission of every crime.” And, 
if the bumanity and generosity of the higher powers be 
attacked, “ Never did government and governors, so humanely, 
‘and so munificently step forward to relieve the so lamentable 
“miseries of the multitude, occasioned by a sudden transition 
from war to peace!” Riswum teneatis. 

‘Two words more, by way of question, shall suffice, to 
establish what [ have asserted. 

‘ist. Uf the ministry, by their so energetic plans of righteous 
extortion, have reaily obtained from the resources of the coun- 
try---all that the resources of the country can supply, they, 
having the most power, as the greatest disposition to do 60, how 
comes it, that parish officers, mere parish agents, coming after 
them, gleaning where ministers have harvested---how comes it, 
that these collect, as poor’s rates, more than cight, and near 
ten millions a year, for the wretched? A tolerable gleaning 
this! Add to which, at least, half that sum, raised by voluntary 
charities and benetactions---making together, twelve millions, 
or more, which are requisite, and are obtained, to relieve the 
distresses, ministerial taxation alone, has produced. Why 
could not ministers, getting at once, at that sum, have spared 
the poor from so much want, and anticipated a so circuitous, a3 
calamitous operation ? 

“2d. And finally, how comes it, if there is not in the coun- 
try, wealth enough for the wants of government and the state, 
that so many millions are carried out of it, to relieve the wants 
of foreign power---our late enemies ? 

“Is this well, or wise, and what shoul! we say of an indi- 
vidual, that left his own family to starve, the butcher and the 
baker still unpaid, and yet, vould lend thousands to his neigh- 
bours, who were not even his friends >” 


Without entering into the merits or defects of this plan of 
representation, it forms one, among many proofs, that were 
the boroughmongers at all disposed to forward the welfare ot 
the country, there are means at their disposal, without danger, 








* It will be strange to remark, that ever since the canting plea 
of “ Building Churches,” which commenced in Queen Anne’s 
reign, and which, in reality, means nothing but to get 60 muci 
moaey from the subject, and to increase the patronage and in- 
fluence of Government, and has been continued, for the increase 


ot picty, “ that Jails have continaed to increase in the same pro 
Hertion !! 1" 
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without difewdty: and their abuse of every specific plan of 
reform, because it is specific; and of every general proposi- 
tion because it is general, while they take no steps to extricate 
the state out of its difficulties, is conclusive against their honesty ; 
and points them out as beings who must be compelied to do 
their duty, or the people may rest assured it will never be 
done. 
Thy friend and weil wisher, 
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ROME WAS LOST FOR WANT OF REFORM, 


Rome was not fost by the jealousy of Pompey, or by the 
ambition of Casar; bat by the pride and obstinacy of ‘the 
Patricians, and the civil wars, which arease from the pelitical 
injustice and domination of the senate. Tome under the con- 
suls, was at first an aristocracy, the senate was king, the peo- 
pie were subjects. With a senate composed of tine etfizers this 
government would bave had the same advantaze as the monar- 
chical uacer @ just and moderaie king. —Bui the senators were 
Gut senators; and the genius of this body was to abuse and 

enslave the people, !o consider itself as the siate par cacedlence— 
‘and to make the multitade the sport of its politics, and the 
instrument of its greatness. From the time even of the best 
days of the republic, we see the senate divided into three opi- 
nions with regard te the people. —The one was, that of a small 
number of wise and virtuous men, and without any ambition, 
but that of the good of the public. ‘These men ceased not to re- 
present to the senate, that its contempt for the people was 
madness; that it owed to them the power which it had acquired 
and the rights which it pos-essed, and that the conguerors 
without would soon grow tired of being slaves avifhin.—Ano- 
ther opinion was that of Appius, of Coriclanus, and ali the 
voung Patricians, men violent and hanghtv, who maintained 
that kindness was dangerous, that in favouring the multitude 
they would make if more insoleat, and that ue sconer would thev 
have ceded to it, but ii would be necessary to cede again, and 
that, in iine, the people was nade to obey and to suffer.—The 
majority of the senate, more moderate, steered a middle course 
between the {wo contrary parties ; but in using contrivances it 
showed its weakness, and never ceded to the people, but when 
obliged, and never relaxed but for the moment from that tyran- 
nical aud absolute domination which overthrew it. 

if the senate had but rejected the excessive and unjust de- 
maads, its firmuess would have merited the praises which have 
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been bestowed on it-—Baut what were the pretensions of t}. 
people? That it should lessen the usurious debts that devoured 
it, and that it pught havea portion of the land (which had been 
conquered and soaked with their blood), for the maintenance of 
their wives and children. These were the inexhaustible sources 
of the troubles in Rome, between the poor aud the rich, the 
people and the senate. To be sensible of all the cruelty of the 
senate ln cous ustantly refusing these demands, If Is nee essary to 
say, that m Binion , from the earliest times s, the frequent ineur- 
pin of enemics on the lands of the republic, and the inter. 
ruption of agiiculture occasioned by continual wars, rumed 
the peop ile, and rendered them insolvent, that delivered Un, as 
slaves into the hands of creditors, they were confined In close 
prisons aud reduced to a state 100 times worse than that of 
servitude ; aad on the other hand, the people had no trades, but 
war and agriculture, that the rich possessed themselves little 
by little of all the lands of the repuulic, and had them eulti- 
vated by slaves to the exclusion of free men. The people had 
not even during the peace, & resource in their own dabour. 
This was making anecessity of berg for ever under arms; but 
war is a violent condition which re quires at least some seluxa- 
tion, and the people who went to battle fi eely and for honour, 
felt that they ought to live on the fruits of their victories ir 
time of peace. They suffered, net without complaming, but 
they conrplained without t aking attvantace of the force. they 
had in hand, and the more they chow ed theinselves patient 
and moderate, the more the senele was emboldened to keep 
them in subjection, Not only did it shut its ears to complaints, 
bet if any patrician appeared moved for them, he was accused 
vb ambitt on, or of a base compliance, and refused the triumph. 
A power so cruel, made the people revolt; they seized the mo- 
ment when the enemy was at the gates, and declered that they 
would not take up arms till afier t wy Should be satisfied. 
‘Then the senate was condescending, and sent to them a dicta- 
tor or a consul, with peaceable words and consoling prom iss, 
that should not be disavowed when they had saved the state. 
Bad faith produced distrust, the people tired of being de- 
ceived, teok no more heed of vain promises; they held to the 
resolution, of not serving if they were not relieved. The se- 
nate submitied, but it was too Inie: the union was destroyed 
and confidence Just; and that which, liberally granted to ‘the 
wants of the people, would have made them adore their ta- 
thers, was taken by force, and niade them see in the seuate 
only the weakness of ifs tyrants. 
Profiling also be their advantage, they demanded magistrates 
chosen from the Plevians, and charged them with the detenee 
andanaintenence of the laws. ‘Bhe senate for having abue seul 
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its authority was then obliged to consent, that they (the people) 
opposed to it that of the trifsunes , and from that time the state 
was divided into two parties, enennes to each other. 

The senate ought to have seen at last, that a free people, 
which like itself had the legislative power,—which had more, 
viz. that of preventing the execution of its decrees, and which 
by the law of Acricola, was judge of the senate itself, that a 
people to whom 260 vears of war had Icarned to maintain by 
arms the authority of its laws, could not be held, except by 
kindness and equity 5 bat the senate, instead of taking for itself 
the advice which it afterwards gave to the colleague “of the se- 
cond Gracchus, to attach the people to if by means of favours, 
consulted but its pride, aad was but the auore arrogant. 

Ina period of scarcity, the Consuls trad imported corn at a 
low price. “The moot sensible patricians were Wishful that it 
should be sold at the same price tothe people, but Coriolanus, 
irritated by the refusal they had made to inroll themselves and 
follow him, pretended that if was necessary to keep up the sear- 
city, for fear of appearing to flatter the multitude. ‘This opinion 
prevailed, and the senate lost Coriolanus, from having followed 
the advice which he had dictated to it in his anger. As soon 
as it was seen that the authority of the senate became odious, 
the hope of engaging the peop’e to give themselves a king made 
it conceive the ‘ambition to be it The consul, Cassius, to con- 
ciliate the favour ofthe ?! lebians, demanded, of the senate for 
them, the division of the newly conquered land, of those which 
belonged by right to the Republic, had been usurped by the no- 
bility. ‘The intention of the consi! ‘mighit be bad, but his demand 
was reduced to the obtaining of bread for the people. The Se- 
nate appeared to accept this law, bet he who had proposed it, 
was condemned after bis consulate to be thrown from ihe Tar- 
peian rock, and the sentence was executed better than the law, 
which was the cause of it. 

Ti:is law, so weil known by the name of the Agrarian law, 
was at first eluded by the rich, soon violated openly, and at last 
consigned to oblivion. 

The people witheut resource, without hope, without sup- 
port, for they were betrayed by the Tribunes, which the senate 
had corrupied, this people which still held to the Republic, 
although enough was done to detach them from it, could not 
resolve to break their ties. Tirey demanded new laws, in the 
hope that they would be stronger than the former, they de- 
manded that the number of tribunes should be augmented, and 


here it is necessary to avow that they hucw not what was 


wanted, for without hnvaemey thie decisions of the "Pribunes 
Were neught, aud they srrueltipeliog! the meses tor dividing 
them, 
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Sicerus Dentatus spoke in favour of the people aud the Agin. 
rian law. Wehad heen forty years in the military service, had 
seen 121 battles, conquered vast tracts of land which were un. 
Jawfully possessed by men without merit, aud whose base de 
signs tended to enslave him and bis companions. 

In spite of the eloquence of Sicerus, the law was delay ed, 
and shortly after he was assassinated. This method of deliver. 
ing itself from the partisans of the people, was not done to ap- 
pease them, ‘They were more patient than could be expected ; 
but at last they did themselves justice, and the example of the 
Decemvirs ought to have struck the Senate. This badly 5 Saw 
daiiy, that its despotism would destroy it: it saw that every 
new injpustice diminished its : authority 5 bat is arrogance was 
jacorrigible. “Phe people at last, to cure tt, em mployed the most 
violent remedy: they required that they should permit the al- 
liance of the Patricians with them: aad that the Plebians whe 
were worthy, should be adnutted to the consuiate. Thi Se- 
nate revolted at these demands, declared at first, that it would 
come to the last extremities, sooner than consent to it, It 
however consented, and resolved to pernit that between the 
people and itself, all should be divided except its riches, 

But to flatter the people for a moment, is not to cure the 
evils. ‘Ihe two causes of which, usury and indigence, ceased 
not to desolate them. They still demanded the division of the 
lands, Camillus opposed it—he was banished, as was Corio- 
lanus; and his exile gave them opportunity of reducing Rome 
to ashes. The excessive opulence of Rome after the ruin of 
carthage, the immoderate luxury of the great in their palaces, 
in their ¢ gardens, and at their tables, did but render more in- 
tolerable | to the multitude, the oppression it endured. By the 
law of Cassius, ne citizen could possess more than 500 acres 
ofland. It was this law that Gracchus wished to put in force. 
The cause of the people was that of justice, of humanity, ef 
the country—-it was even that of the rich, consider ed as ciil- 
gens; but “Gracchus, to give if more authority took care to 
jhave it approved by ‘the most enlightened men in the republic. 
He did more—he observed in his edict en inds Hloence and @ 
woderation which ought to bave apneazed the rieh, if avarice 
could be appeased. But nothing could contain the avidity of 
the rich, who, without respect fae ihe inviolable dignity ef the 
T ribune, railed agains! Gracchus, charging him with sedition, 
and of disturbing their repose, which they called the repose of 
tle public. Tt was then that be made Lis cesebrated speech— 
in the course of which he says to the people, * - You are call- 
© ed the masters of the carth, what m isters: who do uot pos- 
*€ sess the smallest disposeable picee, and not even to build 
* yourselves a hut; and notuiths tanding all this, others, With 
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© out faligues or dangers, possess immense domains.” A few 
days after this speech, he was kaoeked down and murdered, in 
the capitol, by the order of, and under the eyes of the Senate, 
al the head of which marched Scipion Nasica, a sovereign pon- 
iff, one of the richest Patrictans, who died shortly after, Ine 
disgrace and remorse. 
tt has been said that the Roman people were not worthy to 

be free; but it was tLe Senate that wes not worthy to govern; 
xs pride, which bed reduced it, followed it in its huutitation ; 
and afier having suined the foundation of the republic, it cem- 
picted the total overthrow 


in preportioa zs the Senate became more odious to the 
prople, it was more ardent to persecute those who the people 
foved; and ia its estimation, the friend of the people was the 


exemy of the State. Yt was not without reascn that it mis- 
trusted popular mien—it had reduced the people to wish for a 
yoke diflerent from that of the senate; but its stern and jea- 
lous inuuietude, accelerated its fall, instead cf retarding it. 
‘This was the situation of thirgs in the time of Pompey and 
Cesar. The past misfurlunes having reduced Reme so low, 
that having no hope of ever recovering her liberty, she sought 
but the most gentle and the mast equitable servitude. 
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TRADING COMBINATIONS. 

LR. EDITOR, 

‘Phe boroughinunger’s laws declare theevils of the peor com- 
binding agaiust the ric’—but are very silent about the rick com- 
bing against the poor. Vhe old proverb says, “ sauce for 
the goose, Issauce for the gander.” T wish it were so; but 
the following instance will shew it is not: 

it has been the custom for the silk-merchant to give ten 


months credit on the warps, and twelve months credit on the 
wouols, But the rich manufacturers are now endeavouring to 
have this credit reduced to only four months—so that onl 
those who have pleaty ¢f money will be enabled to keep their 
Stotion in the trade as manufacturers. Those who have not 
pleuty of “ promises to pay” must, therefore, go down into 
the rank of weavers, Consequently, there will be fewer mas- 
fers to empivy more weavers, ariel more weavers to be employ- 
ed by fewer masteis. These fewer masters will be more rea- 
dily enabled to combine tovether to reduce the wages, . which 
ere now paid for weaving. Query—What will the slavish 
weavers Of Coventry and Spitaltields say, who were such willing 
tools inthe hands of the “rica rufians,” to return Moore and 
Ellice, in preference to “Ir, Cobhett. 


W. G, 
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LEGAL FICTION. 

Sin,--It is unfortunate to the reputation of a system, wher 
its agents are compelled to resort to artifice, and even to false- 
hood, to support its authority. Twas led to make this remark 
by observing that he the trial of Sir F. Burdett, at Leicester, the 
Counsel for the Crowr asserted, th t “the government of this 
country was founded on the affections of the people.” — Lf this 
be the case, where Is the necessiiy for a sianding army of 
150,020 men? The reasoning of that enlightened man, Jeremy 
Bentham, may soon apply to this ill-fated country, and instead 
of Louis, we may say, “the boroughmongers, by the grace of 
150,000 bayonets! What is it they expected from the late 
trials? —Do they believe the high spirit of Sir FP. Burdett wi 
be broken by the verdiet of eleren Justices of the peace, and 
one country gentleman? of whom, as ft know nothing, 1 have 
no business to say any tiling. ts the verdict I say of such a 
Jury to immure the gallant Str FL Burdett in a dungeon? and 
js no respect to be paid to the contrary verdict of the whole 
nation. Can it be hoped to establish a military despotism here, 
after the experiment has failed in Spain? Look around! —con- 
template the spreading spirit of frecdom all over the world!— 
consider by whom it has been cherished in South America? And 
then, say whether it be possible to subdue the proud spirit of 
free born Englishmen? Let the boroughmongers beware of 
pushing the people to extremity, lest they produce a frightful 
re-action, and have no one to blame but themselves, in the 
inisery and ruin that would inevitably ensue-— 

**For freedom’s battle, once began, 
Bequeathed by bleeding sire to son, 
Tho’ vanquished eft, is ever won.” 
Your admirer, 1. 'T. 
Mincing-lane, arch 29, 1820. 





POLITICAL APRIL FOOLS! 
2 

The first of November having pasied away, leaving the loyal 
and well-disposed wdevoured hy the Radical Reformers, the ni 
nisterial press fixed upon the first of April,asa very likely dav for 
the business of rebellion. The good foiks of London and Man- 
chester were not likely to be duped aay further with firvs and wsur- 
recttons, and the scene was removed to Scotlaid; where ts 
novelty, it was hoped, would secure atlention, and excite interest. 
On the morning of the first of April, therefore, an © Addicss to the 
People of England, Ireland, and Scotland,” was posted on the wails 
of Glasgow, and the neighbouring towu. Whether it were prepared 
by some wag, who knew the precise point of the ultra-lowal irritabl- 
lity, and goaded it with an unfecling propensity to ridicule the we'l- 
disposed part of the communify—or whether it were really drawn 
op under the direction of the * Inrfsiile Committee of Orgautza- 
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tion for forming a provisional government,” as mysterously signed, 
of course we cannot teli—not being in the seerets of either party. 
It might have proceeded froma third quarter :—viz. Downing- 
strect, whence issued those moral men, Oliver and Casiles, in further- 
ance of the conspiracies of their employere. Where it originated, is 
however uncertain; but the fire-brand was thown ; and all Scotland 
isin a state of alarm, exespt the Radical Reformers, who are as 
quiet as usual, being well aware that the ministers and their 
fools, are playing the game in faver of Reform, much better 
than it could be done by the Reformers themselves, just al pre- 
sent. The document ilself is of an ambiguous nature, and might 
have been writien on either of the views of ils origin before 
taken. The first paragraph asserts ** WE,” lo have been reduced 
to the necessity ef éakivne up arms, by the neglect of our 
petitions! Wio WE are, is not stated, but when “ WE,” take up 
arms, in consequence of this necessity, * WK” may be discovered. 
‘The second paragraph says, * the protection of the life and pro- 
perty of the rich man is the interest of the poor man; and that, 
su return, it is the interes! of the rich to protect the poor from the 
iron grasp of despotism, lest the system should ultimately devoue 


. them both.” 


This isa self-evident proposition, to which Mr. Canning cannot 
object. “ Haquality ef rights, not of property, is deciared the object 
of coatention 5” and * we” are to perish, or transmit it to pos- 
terity. This is sworn by **we;” bul ** we” remain invisible. The 
uext paragraph is still move mysterious :—-Let us shew to the werld 
that “wwe are not that lawless, sanguinary, rabble, which our 
‘* oppressors would persuade the higher circles we ae— bul a 
‘“ brave and generous people, determined to be free. Liberty or 
‘* death is our motto; and we have sworn to return home, in tri. 
umph, or refurn no more 2?” 

“We” have left home then; but where are ** we.” There 
ean be no great numbers concerned in the plot, or they would be 
heard of, at least, as having taken the field. An anonymous man'- 
festo of an anonymous army is not calculated to alarm any tolc- 
rable nerves. Next comes an appeal to the soldiers, to imitate the 
example of the soldiery of Spain, and restore the rights couse- 
erated by A/agna Charta, aad the Bill of Rights. This allusion to 
these two records of the intention of our forefathers, is made ly 
the Courier to afford a proof that the paper was printed and compo 
sed in England, as Scotland is said to have * no inferest,’ in those 
important records! This is something new to us, we thought all 
the subjects of the realm had an interest in its conslitution: but 
north of the Tweed, we find we are mistaken. It may shortly be 
proclaimed, also on the south of that boundary, that the people 
have ‘no interest” in the laws of the land, asthey are now told they 
have nothing to do with them, but to obey them. The seventh 
paragraph ought to please the Courter, and ils patrons ; as it de- 
clares inviolable all public and private property—calls upon the 
Justices of the peace Lo suppress pillage and plunder, of every de- 
scription—and to apprehend all who are guilty of any offences. The 
eighth fixes the first day of April—for what? Aye, what indeed ! 
or the pabdlic appearance of the revolutionists in arms? No. For 
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an atteck wpon tl: itary and constituted au‘horities? Ny. For 
the proclamation of & + so ublie? a » such thine—but for all 
the labonri ng classes fo—refuce ta work ! 
The contradictory nature of this document destroys all its impor- 
tance, will the reflecting ; bat it may provably add to the rest of 
the alarin of the uitra-royal, who are always i fear of what the 
radicals mey do. ‘The Lord Provost oi Giasow, the Sherif of 
Lanarkshire, end tiie Ju ses of} he py vac, niet this ¢ressonable 
proclamation, winten by aa inDisehee comind = eto tavisible adherente, 
by a pros aha mation aU ite as sidés Wy as §}i- etier is nysterjous. Tha 
Provost and Sheriff, with the- aid of the justices, find out that the 
address is highly seditious, and lreasanable :-—that it is ““a direct de- 
elaration of immediately fefended hostility to the Government 2°. 
and they give malice that alt attempts to act upen it will 
be ressted by the civit and maditary foree!? anid they + adi, 
by way of infortiad my we suppose, ‘that all nieasares by fee . 
haces Of peeple in pe osecution of such de sizns, will be regarded 
49 an is! nee tion, against the government, and be tnstaal iy put 
dewn by the asst promyt military exeoutin!” tiat is, if the 
provost and tiie sheriff, are able ef courses but the provost and 
the sheriff have been © informed, that itis the intention of those 
who have tssued.tie aloresaid address, to bring in bodies of mea 
from the country, in furtherauce of their tre:torcus purposes!” 
This is exquisiiely fae! If they bave beca informed what those 
persons intend to do,they must have been aiso informed who they 
ere, and where fey are; and instead of all this affected alarm, 
why do they not satet their foot and Horse to arrest them? 
This part of the proce ecdiue smells very slronciy of Jokn Atkins, 
fate Mayor of Londen, and throws an air of cidieule over the whole 
proceedings. Bul the alarm proceeds, large builies of military are 
marching upon Glasgow, to mare’ baex exaia,~-ior the revolu- 
tintiists have not yet staried oul of jo paper july actual rebei- 
ion. Crowds assemble in the sirecis o Glasgow, wondering, nO 
donbt, what the provost and the shierd? are about.—While the 
altra-lovalists wonder, that no excesses have beca cominitted, as 
if they were sorry they had no opportunity aiforded them of 
having recourse to their favorite zz? it hit ary execu! un! This laugh- 
able cnough to hear the alarmisis. ‘* Many respectable persons 
have left their homes,” say they; a: id then add, ‘no personal 
damage has been done; and neit her f. BPs Nor windows | have been 
broken, as is usual, under sunilar circumstences.”’ ** Al} basimess 
ig suspended.” {zt weneraiiy is at thie Saaien ‘holidans, to a consi- 
derable extent; and ihe si ispension mnst have been more general 
froin the call upon the yeomanry lo mount their war-lOrsesy for a 
ganic at soldiers on the occasion 5 besides the suspension of bust- 
ness from mere curious gapers at the multary pr appetshe wof the 
sheriff and the provest. “ vcry thing was peaceabie 3” but 
** creat apprenensions were entertained of acommution !” No mis- 
chief had occurred 5 and yet it was found d:ficult to preserve ihe 
peace which it bad not been attenipted to break. Vee must wart 
for fucts to elucidate these contradictions. 
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